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Appeals Department


	Re:	Request for Appeal of Prior Authorization denial
		Prior Authorization Reference Number : 	

Rezdiffra 
		

To whom it may concern,

The above-referenced patient has been prescribed Rezdiffra 80 mg tablets for treatment of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) according to the package insert and FDA approval. Our office received a notice of denial from ______  dated _____ stating the reason for denial is that the patient did not have the illness confirmed by a liver biopsy. 

This letter shall serve as an appeal in response to this decision since this reason for denial requiring a liver biopsy falls below the standard of care, will lead to a delay in treatment and place the patient’s life at risk. 

It is my clinical judgment, based on the patient’s confirmation of diagnosis of NASH via non-invasive methods, standard of care, Rezdiffra medication package (see insert with PI), that an invasive procedure such as a liver biopsy, which could have complications to the patient, should not be medically necessary in order to approve the medication. A liver biopsy to diagnose and treat NASH, MASH, MAFLD, and MASLD falls outside the standard of care and poses a risk to the patient and a liability risk to the provider. Any delay to this treatment places the patient’s health at risk. This treatment can be prescribed by GI and liver specialist and also primary care providers including NPs and PAs as APP in collaboration with a specialist.

Additionally, on March 14, 2024 the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved Rezdiffra for the treatment of adults with non-cirrhotic non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) with moderate to advanced liver scarring (fibrosis), to be used along with diet and exercise.  Please see the attached news release. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns regarding this request. 

[bookmark: _Hlk43974609]Sincerely,

Alex Lapasaran, DNP, APRN-C 
Las Vegas Gastroenterology
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